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Castration and castrati have always been facets of western culture, from myth and legend to law and
theology, from eunuchs guarding harems to the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century castrati singers.
Metaphoric castration pervades a number of medieval literary genres, particularly the Old French fabliaux -
exchanges of power predicated upon the exchange or absence of sexual desire signified by genitalia - but the
plain, literal act of castration and itsimplications are often overlooked. This collection explores this often
taboo subject and itsimplications for cultural mores and custom in Western Europe, seeking to demystify
and demythologize castration. Its subjects include archaeol ogical studies of eunuchs; historical accounts of
castration in trials of combat; the mutilation of political rivalsin medieval Wales, Anglo-Saxon and Frisian
legal and literary examples of castration as punishment; castration as comedy in the Old French fabliaux; the
prohibition against genital mutilation in hagiography; and early-modern anxieties about punitive castration
enacted on the Elizabethan stage. The introduction reflects on these topics in the context of arguably the
most well-known victim of castration in the middle ages, Abelard. Larissa Tracy is Associate Professor of
Medieval Literature at Longwood University. Contributors: Larissa Tracy, Kathryn Reusch, Shaun Tougher,
Jack Callins, Rolf H. Bremmer Jr, Jay Paul Gates, Charlene M. Eska, Mary A. Vaante, Anthony Adams,
Mary E. Leech, Jed Chandler, Ellen Lorraine Friedrich, Robert L.A. Clark, Karin Sellberg, Lena Wanggren
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From reader reviews:
Terrance Allen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Castration and
Culturein the Middle Ages? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Shameka Nye:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Castration and Culturein the
Middle Ages. All type of book could you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Mary Jones:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Castration and Culture in the Middle Ages
can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Patricia Miller:

Isit anindividua who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Castration and Culturein
the Middle Ages can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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