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Native identity is usually associated with a particular place. But what if that place is the ocean? Once Were
Pacific explores this question as it considers how M?ori and other Pacific peoples frame their connection to
the ocean, to New Zealand, and to each other through various creative works. M?ori scholar Alice Te Punga
Somerville shows how and when M?ori and other Pacific peoples articulate their ancestral history as
migratory seafarers, drawing their identity not only from land but also from water.

Although M?ori are ethnically Polynesian, and Aotearoa New Zealand is clearly a part of the Pacific region,
in New Zealand the terms “M?ori” and “Pacific” are colloquially applied to two distinct communities: M?ori
are Indigenous, and “Pacific” refers to migrant communities from elsewhere in the region. Asking how this
distinction might blur historical and contemporary connections, Te Punga Somerville interrogates the
relationship between indigeneity, migration, and diaspora, focusing on texts: poetry, fiction, theater, film,
and music, viewed alongside historical instances of performance, journalism, and scholarship.

In this sustained treatment of the M?ori diaspora, Te Punga Somerville provides the first critical analysis of
relationships between Indigenous and migrant communities in New Zealand.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Once Were Pacific: Maori Connections to Oceania. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Once
Were Pacific: Maori Connections to Oceania. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Debbie Allen:

Typically the book Once Were Pacific: Maori Connections to Oceania will bring one to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Once Were Pacific: Maori Connections to Oceania is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Sherri King:

Often the book Once Were Pacific: Maori Connections to Oceania has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Sandra Brown:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Once Were Pacific: Maori
Connections to Oceania is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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