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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Mannheim (Anglistisches Seminar), course: New British Drama, language: English,
abstract: It iswidely accepted that memories reconstruct the past: We need individual memoriesin order to
experience biographical continuity. Without the episodic (or autobiographical) memory, it would be
impossible for usto link our individual past to ourselves. The strong connexion between memory and the
past isavery prominent topic in contempo-rary British fiction and the significance of memory isdiscussed in
many literary works. One of these works is Harold Pinter’s play Old Times.

Together with the plays Landscape and Silence and the sketch Night, these works have often been referred to
as ‘memory plays because they ,focus on the past”. In al these plays, Pinter extensively investigates the
possibilities of recreating the past as well as the problematic function of memory.

[...]

Given the fact that even the author himself has difficulties to summarize hisworks, it is even more difficult
for the viewer, especially as Pinter does not write “with an audiencein mind” .

Though heis convinced “that what happens in (his) plays could happen anywhere, at any time, in any place,
although the events may seem unfamiliar at first glance,” the action in Pinter’s plays is always ambiguous
and the plot aframework of contradictions, multilayered statements and silences. So, what is Pinter writing
about? He only gives us one clue: It is“not (about) the weasel under the cabinet.

This paper aims to answer the question above. In the following, | will look at the sketch Night first. Then |
want to concentrate on the topic of memory in the plays Landscape and Silence. In the main part, | will
discuss the significance of memory in Old Times. Aswe will see, Pinter demonstrates that memory operates
on avariety of levels. Inal plays, memory is unreliable and can be reshaped according to on€e’ s present
needs. It can be a means of comfort and security, asin Night. It can separate people by providing them with
the possibility to live in the past and to avoid confrontation in the present, asin Landscape and Silence. In
Old Times, the function of memory is clearly the most complex. Here, it is used as aweapon in a battle for
positions in which impression man-agement rules the battlefield.
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From reader reviews:
Gerald Dews:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their sparetime to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Aspect of Memory in
Harold Pinter's'Old Times? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

LisaMartin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friendsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Aspect of Memory in
Harold Pinter's'Old Times|, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Judith Bradshaw:

This The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo init. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' in your hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it
isnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve aready do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

ClydeKing:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Aspect of Memory in Harold
Pinter's 'Old Times to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open a book and examineit.
Beside that the reserve The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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