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Before the American Revolution, no colony more assiduously protected its established church or more
severely persecuted religious dissenters than Virginia. Both its politics and religion were dominated by an
Anglican establishment, and dissenters from the established Church of England were subject to numerous
legal infirmities and serious persecution. By 1786, no state more fully protected religious freedom.

This profound transformation, as John A. Ragosta shows in this book, arose not from a new-found cultural
tolerance. Rather, as the Revolution approached, Virginids political establishment needed the support of the
religious dissenters, primarily Presbyterians and Baptists, for the mobilization effort. Dissenters seized this
opportunity to insist on freedom of religion in return for their mobilization. Their demands led to a complex
and extended negotiation in which the religious establishment slowly and grudgingly offered just enough
reforms to maintain the crucial support of the dissenters.

After the war, when dissenters' support was no longer needed, the establishment |eaders sought to recapture
control, but found they had seriously miscalculated: wartime negotiations had politicized the dissenters. Asa
result dissenters' demands for the separation of church and state triumphed over the establishment's efforts
and Jefferson's Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom was adopted.

Historians and the Supreme Court have repeatedly noted that the foundation of the First Amendment's
protection of religious liberty liesin Virginias struggle, turning primarily to Jefferson and Madison to
understand this. In Wellspring of Liberty, John A. Ragosta argues that Virginias religious dissenters played a
seminal, and previously underappreciated, role in the development of the First Amendment and in the
meaning of religious freedom as we understand it today.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Counts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters
Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty. Try to face the book Wellspring of
Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious
Liberty asyour good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and a so knowledge with this book.

Carman Robertson:

Typically the book Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American
Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the
American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Michael Quintanar:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American
Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty.

Darrell Mayo:

Y ou can get this Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginias Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American
Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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