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Sir John Fortescue holds a pre-eminent place amongst British military historians, his enduring fame and
legacy resting mainly on his life’s work “The History of the British Army”, issued in 20 volumes, which
took him some 30 years to complete. In scope and breadth it is such that no modern scholar has attempted to
cover such a large and diverse subject in its entirety; but Sir John did so and with aplomb, leading to a
readable and comprehensive study.

According to Professor Emeritus of Military History at King’s College, Brian Bond, the work was “the
product of indefatigable research in original documents, a determination to present a clear, accurate, and
readable narrative of military operations, and a close personal knowledge of the battlefields, which enabled
him to elucidate his account with excellent maps. Most important, however, was his motivation: namely, a
lifelong affection for the old, long-service, pre-Cardwell army, the spirit of the regiments of which it largely
consisted, and the value of its traditions to the nation. An important part of his task was to distil and inculcate
these soldierly virtues which, in his conservative view, contrasted sharply with the unedifying character of
politicians who habitually meddled in military matters.” ODNB.

This seventh volume covers the period from 1809-1810, after a disastrous raid into French held Holland, the
British government took the momentous decision to use all their power to the strike at Napoleon at what was
his weakest point, Portugal and Spain. After the British foray into Spain in 1809 culminating the bloody
victory at the battle of Talavera, the British troops retreated into Portugal before the overwhelming French
numbers. Inflicting a punishing check to the French invasion force under Masséna at Bussaco, the British
army marched to the massive and impenetrable lines of Torres Vedras close to Lisbon. Sir John recounts the
movements and actions with his customary style, attention to detail and vivid lucid style.

BROAD ARROW.—"This is a worthy successor to the volumes which have preceded it, and the whole
forms a great work by a great, an impartial, and a bold writer,"

A MUST READ for any military enthusiast.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Mays:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Melissa Sands:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept A History of the
British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The actual book untitled A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810)is the one of several books
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Sandra Romero:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Otter:

This A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this A History of the
British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially



this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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