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Oxford Legal Philosophy publishes the best new work in philosophically-oriented legal theory. It
commissions and solicits monographs in all branches of the subject, including works on philosophical issues
in all areas of public and private law, and in the national, transnational, and international realms; studies of
the nature of law, legal institutions, and legal reasoning; treatments of problems in political morality as they
bear on law; and explorations in the nature and development of legal philosophy itself. The series represents
diverse traditions of thought but always with an emphasis on rigor and originality. It sets the standard in
contemporary jurisprudence.

This book shows that civil disobedience is generally more defensible than private conscientious objection.

Part I explores the morality of conviction and conscience. Each of these concepts informs a distinct argument
for civil disobedience. The conviction argument begins with the communicative principle of
conscientiousness (CPC). According to the CPC, having a conscientious moral conviction means not just
acting consistently with our beliefs and judging ourselves and others by a common moral standard. It also
means not seeking to evade the consequences of our beliefs and being willing to communicate them to
others. The conviction argument shows that, as a constrained, communicative practice, civil disobedience has
a better claim than private objection does to the protections that liberal societies give to conscientious
dissent. This view reverses the standard liberal picture which sees private 'conscientious' objection as a
modest act of personal belief and civil disobedience as a strategic, undemocratic act whose costs are only
sometimes worth bearing.

The conscience argument is narrower and shows that genuinely morally responsive civil disobedience honors
the best of our moral responsibilities and is protected by a duty-based moral right of conscience.

Part II translates the conviction argument and conscience argument into two legal defenses. The first is a
demands-of-conviction defense. The second is a necessity defense. Both of these defenses apply more
readily to civil disobedience than to private disobedience. Part II also examines lawful punishment, showing
that, even when punishment is justifiable, civil disobedients have a moral right not to be punished.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Dunn:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil
Disobedience. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joni Harris:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil
Disobedience can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Jose Gower:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Conscience and Conviction: The Case for
Civil Disobedience as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dorothy Stanek:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience when you desired it?
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