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Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and interviews with people
who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling subjects of death and burial across
cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both humorous and poignant, includes details about the
decomposition and embalming processes (an adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually
take five to ten years to turn into a skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing
remains (the Igala people in Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of
clothing). Intriguing facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season.

This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people, images in the arts associated
with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology and a glossary, and over a hundred
black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the author.

Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects of death and
burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Here thing why that Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Corpses,
Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of
Burial in e-book can be your option.

Velma Stuart:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts:
A History of Burial is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Boyett:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial was filled about science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Terrie Anderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of
Burial or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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