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How did a barren, thinly populated country, somewhat isolated from the rest of Europe, establish itself as the
world's first superpower? Henry Kamen's impressive new book offers a fresh and highly original answer.

Empire is a global survey of the two and a halt centuries (from the late fifteenth to the mid-eighteenth) in
which the Spaniards established the most extensive empire the world had ever known, ranging from Naples
and the Netherlands to the Philippines. Unlike previous accounts, which have presented the Empire as a
direct consequence of Spanish power, this provocative work of history emphasizes the inability of Spain to
run an imperial enterprise by itself The role of conquest was deceptive. Spain's rise to power was actually
made possible by the collaboration of international business interests, including Italian financiers, German
technicians and Dutch traders, in the task of setting up networks of contact ranging across the oceans. At the
height of its apparent power, the Spanish Empire was in reality a global enterprise in which non-Spaniards --
Portuguese, Basque, Aztec, Genoese, Chinese, Flemish, West African, Incan and Neapolitan -- played an
essential role. It is this vast diversity of resources and people (which included many of its greatest
adventurers and soldiers) that made Spain's power so overwhelming.

There is no better account in English of this time. Henry Kamen's book provides a highly relevant analysis of
the origins and nature of imperial power, and of global economic activity. Challenging, persuasive and
unique in its thesis, Empire explores Spain's complex impact on world history with admirable clarity and
intelligence.
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From reader reviews:

Doug Herring:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Empire: How Spain Became a World
Power, 1492-1763 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

June Weiss:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Empire: How Spain Became a World Power, 1492-1763 it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book has high quality.

Barbara Simon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Empire: How Spain Became a World
Power, 1492-1763 can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Empire: How Spain Became a
World Power, 1492-1763.

Debra McGregor:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book Empire:
How Spain Became a World Power, 1492-1763 we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Empire: How Spain Became a World Power,
1492-1763. You can more attractive than now.
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