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In A Room of One's Own, Virginia Woolf described fictions as 'grossly material things', rooted in their
physical and economic contexts. This book takes Woolf's brief hint as its starting point, asking who made the
books of the English Renaissance, and what the material circumstances were in which they did so. It charts a
new history of making and use, recovering the ways in which women shaped and altered the books of this
crucial period, as co-authors, editors, translators, patrons, printers, booksellers, and readers.

Drawing on evidence from a wide range of sources, including court records, letters, diaries, medical texts,
and the books themselves, 'Grossly Material Things' moves between the realms of manuscript and print, and
tells the stories of literary, political, and religious texts from broadside ballads to plays, monstrous birth
pamphlets to editions of the Bible. In uncovering the neglected history of women's textual labours, and the
places and spaces in which women went about the business of making, Helen Smith offers a new perspective
on the history of books and reading. Where Woolf believed that Shakespeare's sister, had she existed, would
have had no opportunity to pursue a literary career, 'Grossly Material Things' paints a compelling picture of
Judith Shakespeare's varied job prospects, and promises to reshape our understanding of gendered authorship
in the English Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

John Barrow:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the 'Grossly Material Things': Women
and Book Production in Early Modern England is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Mattie Regan:

This 'Grossly Material Things': Women and Book Production in Early Modern England is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having 'Grossly Material Things': Women and Book Production in Early Modern
England in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Aurora Foster:

Beside this particular 'Grossly Material Things': Women and Book Production in Early Modern England in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have 'Grossly Material Things': Women
and Book Production in Early Modern England because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Travis Mahon:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As



we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this 'Grossly Material Things': Women and Book Production in Early Modern
England can make you feel more interested to read.
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