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Commonly known as the "Arnolfini Wedding" or "Giovanni Arnolfini and His Bride," Jan van Eyck's double
portrait, painted in 1434, is probably the most widely recognized panel painting of the fifteenth century. One
of the great masterpieces of early Flemish art, this enigmatic picture has also aroused intense speculation as
to its precise meaning. Edwin Hall's accessible study—firmly grounded in Roman and canon law, theology,
literature, and the social history of the period—offers a compelling new interpretation of this wonderful
painting.

Instead of depicting the sacrament of marriage, Hall argues, the painting commemorates the alliance between
two wealthy and important Italian mercantile families, a ceremonious betrothal that reflects the social
conventions of the time. Hall not only unlocks the mystery that has surrounded this work of art, he also
makes a unique contribution to the fascinating history of betrothal and marriage custom, ritual, and
ceremony, tracing their evolution from the late Roman Empire through the fifteenth century and providing
persuasive visual evidence for their development. His illuminating view of Van Eyck's quintessential work is
a striking example of how art continues to endure and engage us over the centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval
Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Rebecca Walton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval
Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Carlton Little:

This The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The
Discovery Series) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because
it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of
Van Eyck's Double Portrait (The Discovery Series) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Lee Wing:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van Eyck's
Double Portrait (The Discovery Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many



advantages.
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