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Early in the twentieth century, the political humorist Will Rogers was arguably the most famous cowboy in
America. And though most in his vast audience didn't know it, he was also the most famous Indian of his
time. Those who know of Rogers's Cherokee heritage and upbringing tend to minimize its importance, or to
imagine that Rogers himself did so—notwithstanding his avowal in interviews: "I'm a Cherokee and they're
the finest Indians in the World." The truth is, throughout his adult life and his work the Oklahoma cowboy
made much of his American Indian background. And in doing so, as Amy Ware suggests in this book, he
made Cherokee artistry a fundamental part of American popular culture.

Rogers, whose father was a prominent and wealthy Cherokee politician and former Confederate slaveholder,
was born into the Paint Clan in the town of Oolagah in 1879 and raised in the Cooweescoowee District of the
Cherokee Nation. Ware maps out this milieu, illuminating the familial and social networks, as well as the
Cherokee ranching practices, educational institutions, popular publications and heated political debates that
so firmly grounded Rogers in the culture of the Cherokee. Through his early career, from Wild West and
vaudeville performer to Ziegfeld Follies headliner in the late 1910s, she reveals how Rogers embodied the
seemingly conflicting roles of cowboy and Indian, in effect enacting the blending of these identities in his
art. Rogers's work in the film industry also reflected complex notions of American Indian identity and
history, as Ware demonstrates in her reading of the clearest examples, including Laughing Billy Hyde, in
which Rogers, an Indian, portrayed a white prospector married to an Indian woman—who was played by a
white actress.

In his work as a columnist for the New York Times, and in his radio performances, Ware continues to trace
the Cherokee influence on Rogers's material—and in turn its impact on his audiences. It is in these largely
uncensored performances that we see another side of Rogers's Cherokee persona—a tribal elitism that
elevated the Cherokee above other Indian nations. Ware's exploration of this distinction exposes still-
common assumptions regarding Native authenticity in the history of American culture, even as her in-depth
look at Will Rogers's heritage and legacy reshapes our perspective on the Native presence in that history, and
in the life and work of a true American icon.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers,
Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture America) ended up being making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
book The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture
America) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The
Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture America). You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Cathy Lantz:

This The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture
America) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get
by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers,
Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture America) without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal
Identity, and the Making of an American Icon (Culture America) can bring whenever you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon
(Culture America) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Tammie Jackson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an
American Icon (Culture America) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tim Gonzalez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared



to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. The Cherokee Kid: Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon
(Culture America) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.
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