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"With the same effortless matter-of-fact utility as the flour sack dresses she wore, Henshaw, daughter of
Oklahoma farmers during the Dust Bowl, offers an episodic account of the lives of migrant farm workers
through depression, war and beyond. A collection of vignettes building toward Henshaw's father's decision to
make the big move to California-to reunite with family and find more steady work-first-time author
Henshaw's spare, earnest prose goes beyond the requisite flintiness and eloquence of rura life, offering a
multitude of characters making hard choices for high stakes. Detailing the challenges of the Okie dilemma,
aswell asthejoysit accorded them in family unity and worker camaraderie, Henshaw recounts grueling
work, sudden house fires, community pie suppers and the continual, teasing promise of better work and
lodgingsjust ahead. A precocious youngster who observed her life asif she had always anticipated writing
about it, Henshaw's portrait of afarmer'slife on the moveis warm and vivid, steeped in family and labor,
and idyllic only in the flawless way shetellsit: "I had hardly become used to the sight of pine trees when we
came upon tall cactuses with thick arms reaching toward the sky." Henshaw's is the story of afamily first and
atime second, and this Dust Bowl narrativeis all the moreilluminating for it."—Publishers Weekly“[Thisis]
not another Dust Bowl story, not atale of failure. . . . The Grants loved each other and their lives, and it fell
to Betty by her nature to record that loving world, with its struggles and its abundant fun, its good folk, and
above all, afamily that flourished, even in hard times.” —Sandra Scofield, from the preface”[Henshaw’ 5]
book fills the gap concerning the post-1945 Okies who went West, and she shows us that they too had to
overcome immense obstacles to survive. Unlike the Joads in The Grapes of Wrath, they survived indeed.”
—Southwestern American LiteratureBetty Grant Henshaw was born into alarge family of tenant farmersin
Oklahoma during the Dust Bowl era. For years her father, Bill, worked himself to exhaustion, trying to earn
enough to provide for his wife and nine children and to buy his own small farm, but he was never able to get
ahead. Other family members had joined the great migration of Okiesto California. Finally yielding to
pressure from others, with some reluctance Bill piled his family in the Ford pickup and set off along Route
66 for the Golden State. There the family found abundant opportunities to work, but work often meant
backbreaking labor in the fields for dirt-cheap wages in hundred-degree heat. Bill did his best to shield his
family from the brutality of the fields. His abiding respect for work, which he cultivated in his children, led
his family through difficult times. In the end, although he missed Oklahoma, Bill was proud to find that the
Grants could thrive in any soil.Now in her seventies, Betty Grant Henshaw livesin Medford, Oregon.Sandra
Scofield is the author of several books, including, most recently, Occasions of Sin: A Memoir.
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From reader reviews:
Sheila Donovan:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story (Plains
Histories). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important abook Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story (Plains Histories). Y ou can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's [earn.

Elmer Pereira:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resourcesin it can betrue or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people haveto be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story
(Plains Histories) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Don Morris:

This Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story (Plains Histories) tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story
(Plains Histories) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just ssimple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story (Plains Histories) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tria run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

William M cCoy:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Children of the Dust: An Okie Family Story
(Plains Histories) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Children of
the Dust: An Okie Family Story (Plains Histories) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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