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Before the hydrogen bomb indelibly associated radioactivity with death, many chemists, physicians,
botanists, and geneticists believed that radium might hold the secret to life. Physicists and chemists early on
described the wondrous new element in lifelike terms such as "decay" and "half-life," and made frequent
references to the "natural selection" and "evolution" of the elements. Meanwhile, biologists of the period
used radium in experiments aimed at elucidating some of the most basic phenomena of life, including
metabolism and mutation.

From the creation of half-living microbes in the test tube to charting the earliest histories of genetic
engineering, Radium and the Secret of Life highlights previously unknown interconnections between the
history of the early radioactive sciences and the sciences of heredity. Equating the transmutation of radium
with the biological transmutation of living species, biologists saw in metabolism and mutation properties that
reminded them of the new element. These initially provocative metaphoric links between radium and life
proved remarkably productive and ultimately led to key biological insights into the origin of life, the nature
of heredity, and the structure of the gene. Radium and the Secret of Life recovers a forgotten history of the
connections between radioactivity and the life sciences that existed long before the dawn of molecular
biology.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Radium and the Secret of Life
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Maria Mariani:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Radium and the Secret of Life was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The guide Radium and the Secret of Life is not only giving you more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with all the book Radium and the Secret of Life. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Mark York:

This Radium and the Secret of Life book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Radium and the Secret of Life without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Radium and the Secret of Life can bring when you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Radium and the Secret of Life having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gerard Norman:

You can get this Radium and the Secret of Life by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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