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William Louis Poteat (1856-1938), the son of a conservative Baptist slaveholder, became one of the most
outspoken southern liberals during his lifetime. He was a rarity in the South for openly teaching evolution
beginning in the 1880s, and during his tenure as president of Wake Forest College (1905-1927) his advocacy
of social Christianity stood in stark contrast to the zeal for practical training that swept through the New
South's state universities.

Exceptionally frank in his support of evolution, Poteat believed it represented God at work in nature. Despite
repeated attacks in the early 1920s, Poteat stood his ground on this issue while a number of other professors
at southern colleges were dismissed for teaching evolution. One of the few Baptists who stressed the social
duties of Christians, Poteat led numerous campaigns during the Progressive era for reform on such issues as
public education, child labor, race relations, and care of the mentally ill. His convictions were grounded in a
respect for high culture and learning, a belief in the need for leadership, and a deep-seated faith in God.

Poteat also embodied the struggle with the intellectual compromises that tortured contemporary social critics
in the South. Though he took a liberal position on numerous issues, he was a staunch advocate for
prohibition and became a strong supporter of eugenics, a position he adopted after following his beliefs in a
natural hierarchy and absolute moral order to their ultimate conclusion.

Randal Hall's revisionist biography presents a nuanced portrait of Poteat, shedding new light on southern
intellectual life, religious development, higher education, and politics in the region during his lifetime.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This William Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South
(Religion in the South) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer associated with William Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South
(Religion in the South) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking William
Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South (Religion in the South) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Martin Adams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this William Louis
Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South (Religion in the South), you can tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Frederick:

The book William Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South (Religion in the South) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Etsuko Siler:

William Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South (Religion in the South) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing William Louis Poteat: A Leader of the Progressive-Era South (Religion in the South)
yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.
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