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On the morning of January 24, 1848, James W. Marshall discovered gold in California. The news spread
across the continent, launching hundreds of ships and hitching a thousand prairie schooners filled with
adventurers in search of heretofore unimagined wealth. Those who joined the procession—soon called
49ers—included the wealthy and the poor from every state and territory, including slaves brought by their
owners. In numbers, they represented the greatest mass migration in the history of the Republic.

In this first comprehensive history of the Gold Rush, Malcolm J. Rohrbough demonstrates that in its far-
reaching repercussions, it was the most significant event in the first half of the nineteenth century. No other
series of events between the Louisiana Purchase and the Civil War produced such a vast movement of
people; called into question basic values of marriage, family, work, wealth, and leisure; led to so many
varied consequences; and left such vivid memories among its participants.

Through extensive research in diaries, letters, and other archival sources, Rohrbough uncovers the personal
dilemmas and confusion that the Gold Rush brought. His engaging narrative depicts the complexity of
human motivation behind the event and reveals the effects of the Gold Rush as it spread outward in ever-
widening circles to touch the lives of families and communities everywhere in the United States. For those
who joined the 49ers, the decision to go raised questions about marital obligations and family
responsibilities. For those men—and women, whose experiences of being left behind have been largely
ignored until now—who remained on the farm or in the shop, the absences of tens of thousands of men over
a period of years had a profound impact, reshaping a thousand communities across the breadth of the
American nation.
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From reader reviews:

James Murray:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Days of Gold: The
California Gold Rush and the American Nation book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Diana Brunswick:

The e-book with title Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush and the American Nation includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Lourdes Tyner:

The book untitled Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush and the American Nation contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Anna Humphrey:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush
and the American Nation can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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