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The decades before the Civil War saw the first secular efforts in history to remake society through reform.
Reformers launched unprecedented campaigns reform criminals and prostitutes, to educate the deaf and the
blind, guarantee women's rights, and abolish slavery. Our modern systems of free public schools, prisons,
and hospitals for the mentally ill are all legacies of this era. Moralists and Modernizers tells the fascinating
story of America's first age of reform?combining incisive portraits of leading reformers and movements with
perceptive analysis of religion, politics, and society.

Arguing that the reform impulse grew out of the era's peculiar mix of fear and hope, Steven Mintz shows that
reform arose not only from fears of social disorder, family fragmentation, and widening class divisions, but
also from a millennialist sense of possibility rooted in new religious and philosophical ideas. He then
examines three distinct responses to pre-Civil War America's pressing social problems. Moral reform sought
to create a Christian moral order using moral suasion. Social reform combatted poverty, crime, and
ignorance through new institutions offering non-authoritarian forms of social control. Radical reform sought
to regenerate American society by eliminating fundamental sources of inequality such as slavery and racial
and sexual discrimination. In an epilogue, Mintz fits antebellum reform into the larger context of America's
liberal tradition.

Mintz concludes that America's pre-Civil War reformers were at once moral critics and cultural modernizers.
As exponents of a distinctly modern set of values, reformers attacked outmoded customs, smoothed the
transition from a preindustrial to an industrial order, and devised modern bureaucratic systems of criminal
justice, public education, and social welfare. The first comprehensive account antebellum reform to appear in
twenty years, Moralists and Modernizers is a rich and rewarding work of synthesis and interpretation which
draws upon the most recent historical research.

"This book charts a middle ground between those who regard reform as a form of class-based social control
and those who stress reformers' benevolent intentions. It emphasizes the duality of antebellum reform, which
blended impulses toward social and moral uplift with impulses to impose new codes of personal conduct,
shape character, and construct new institutions of social control."?from Moralists and Modernizers
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-
Civil War Reformers (The American Moment).

Joshua Cameron:

The book Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-Civil War Reformers (The American Moment) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-Civil War Reformers (The
American Moment)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-Civil War Reformers (The American Moment) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Decker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-Civil War
Reformers (The American Moment) as the daily resource information.

John Lyons:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. Moralists and Modernizers: America's Pre-Civil War Reformers (The American
Moment) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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