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Foreword by Joan W. Moore

When boxes of original files from a 1965 survey of Mexican Americans were discovered behind a dusty
bookshelf at UCLA, sociologists Edward Telles and Vilma Ortiz recognized a unique opportunity to examine
how the Mexican American experience has evolved over the past four decades.  Telles and Ortiz located and
re-interviewed most of the original respondents and many of their children.  Then, they combined the
findings of both studies to construct a thirty-five year analysis of Mexican American integration into
American society.  Generations of Exclusion is the result of this extraordinary project.

Generations of Exclusion measures Mexican American integration across a wide number of dimensions:
education, English and Spanish language use, socioeconomic status, intermarriage, residential segregation,
ethnic identity, and political participation. The study contains some encouraging findings, but many more
that are troubling. Linguistically, Mexican Americans assimilate into mainstream America quite well—by
the second generation, nearly all Mexican Americans achieve English proficiency. In many domains,
however, the Mexican American story doesn’t fit with traditional models of assimilation. The majority of
fourth generation Mexican Americans continue to live in Hispanic neighborhoods, marry other Hispanics,
and think of themselves as Mexican. And while Mexican Americans make financial strides from the first to
the second generation, economic progress halts at the second generation, and poverty rates remain high for
later generations. Similarly, educational attainment peaks among second generation children of immigrants,
but declines for the third and fourth generations.

Telles and Ortiz identify institutional barriers as a major source of Mexican American disadvantage. Chronic
under-funding in school systems predominately serving Mexican Americans severely restrains progress.
Persistent discrimination, punitive immigration policies, and reliance on cheap Mexican labor in the
southwestern states all make integration more difficult. The authors call for providing Mexican American
children with the educational opportunities that European immigrants in previous generations enjoyed. The
Mexican American trajectory is distinct—but so is the extent to which this group has been excluded from the
American mainstream.

Most immigration literature today focuses either on the immediate impact of immigration or what is
happening to the children of newcomers to this country. Generations of Exclusion shows what has happened
to Mexican Americans over four decades. In opening this window onto the past and linking it to recent
outcomes, Telles and Ortiz provide a troubling glimpse of what other new immigrant groups may experience
in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Generations of
Exclusion: Mexican-Americans, Assimilation, and Race to read.

Linda King:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Generations of Exclusion: Mexican-Americans,
Assimilation, and Race as your daily resource information.

Charles Collier:

This book untitled Generations of Exclusion: Mexican-Americans, Assimilation, and Race to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Michael Marx:

The particular book Generations of Exclusion: Mexican-Americans, Assimilation, and Race has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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