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Setting out to recover the roots of modernity in the boulevards, interiors, and arcades of the "city of light,"
Walter Benjamin dubbed Paris "the capital of the nineteenth century." In this eagerly anticipated sequel to
his acclaimed Coasts of Bohemia: A Czech History, Derek Sayer argues that Prague could well be seen as the
capital of the much darker twentieth century. Ranging across twentieth-century Prague's astonishingly
vibrant and always surprising human landscape, this richly illustrated cultural history describes how the city
has experienced (and suffered) more ways of being modern than perhaps any other metropolis.

Located at the crossroads of struggles between democratic, communist, and fascist visions of the modern
world, twentieth-century Prague witnessed revolutions and invasions, national liberation and ethnic
cleansing, the Holocaust, show trials, and snuffed-out dreams of "socialism with a human face." Yet between
the wars, when Prague was the capital of Europe's most easterly parliamentary democracy, it was also a
hotbed of artistic and architectural modernism, and a center of surrealism second only to Paris.

Focusing on these years, Sayer explores Prague's spectacular modern buildings, monuments, paintings,
books, films, operas, exhibitions, and much more. A place where the utopian fantasies of the century
repeatedly unraveled, Prague was tailor-made for surrealist André Breton's "black humor," and Sayer
discusses the way the city produced unrivaled connoisseurs of grim comedy, from Franz Kafka and Jaroslav
Hasek to Milan Kundera and Václav Havel. A masterful and unforgettable account of a city where an idling
flaneur could just as easily be a secret policeman, this book vividly shows why Prague can teach us so much
about the twentieth century and what made us who we are.
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A
Surrealist History as the daily resource information.

Eddie Horton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Prague,
Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History.

Gene Taylor:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Prague, Capital of the
Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Prague, Capital of the Twentieth
Century: A Surrealist History become your starter.

John Casper:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History will give you new experience



in examining a book.
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