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       In modern culture, the essay is often considered an old-fashioned, unoriginal form of literary styling.
The word essay brings to mind the uninspired five-paragraph theme taught in schools around the country or
the antiquated, Edwardian meanderings of English gentlemen rattling on about art and old books. These
connotations exist despite the fact that Americans have been reading and enjoying personal essays in popular
magazines for decades, engaging with a multitude of ideas through this short-form means of expression.
 
To defend the essay—that misunderstood staple of first-year composition courses—Ned Stuckey-French has
written The American Essay in the American Century. This book uncovers the buried history of the
American personal essay and reveals how it played a significant role in twentieth-century cultural history.
 
In the early 1900s, writers and critics debated the “death of the essay,” claiming it was too traditional to
survive the era’s growing commercialism, labeling it a bastion of British upper-class conventions. Yet in that
period, the essay blossomed into a cultural force as a new group of writers composed essays that responded
to the concerns of America’s expanding cosmopolitan readership. These essays would spark the “magazine
revolution,” giving a fresh voice to the ascendant middle class of the young century.
 
With extensive research and a cultural context, Stuckey-French describes the many reasons essays grew in
appeal and importance for Americans. He also explores the rise of E. B. White, considered by many the
greatest American essayist of the first half of the twentieth century whose prowess was overshadowed by his
success in other fields of writing. White’s work introduced a new voice, creating an American essay that
melded seriousness and political resolve with humor and self-deprecation. This book is one of the first to
consider and reflect on the contributions of E. B. White to the personal essay tradition and American culture
more generally.
 
The American Essay in the American Century is a compelling, highly readable book that illuminates the
history of a secretly beloved literary genre. A work that will appeal to fiction readers, scholars, and students
alike, this book offers fundamental insight into modern American literary history and the intersections of
literature, culture, and class through the personal essay. This thoroughly researched volume dismisses, once
and for all, the “death of the essay,” proving that the essay will remain relevant for a very long time to come.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

With other case, little folks like to read book The American Essay in the American Century. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The American
Essay in the American Century. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Leif Etter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The American Essay in
the American Century book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Eric Reynolds:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be The American Essay in the American Century why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Diana Keller:

This The American Essay in the American Century is great reserve for you because the content which is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The American
Essay in the American Century in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?
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