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Since 1950, the South has undergone the most dramatic political transformation of any region in the United
States. The once Solid-meaning Democratic-South is now overwhelmingly Republican, and long-
disenfranchised African Americans vote at levels comparable to those of whites. In The Rational Southerner,
M.V. Hood III, Quentin Kidd, and Irwin L. Morris argue that local strategic dynamics played a decisive and
underappreciated role in both the development of the Southern Republican Party and the mobilization of the
region's black electorate. Mobilized blacks who supported the Democratic Party made it increasingly
difficult for conservative whites to maintain control of the Party's machinery. Also, as local Republican Party
organizations became politically viable, the strategic opportunities that such a change provided made the
GOP an increasingly attractive alternative for white conservatives. Blacks also found new opportunities
within the Democratic Party as whites fled to the GOP, especially in the deep South, where large black
populations had the potential to dominate state and local Democratic Parties. As a result, Republican Party
viability also led to black mobilization.

Using the theory of relative advantage, Hood, Kidd, and Morris provide a new perspective on party system
transformation. Following a theoretically-informed description of recent partisan dynamics in the South, they
demonstrate, with decades of state-level, sub-state, and individual-level data, that GOP organizational
strength and black electoral mobilization were the primary determinants of political change in the region.
The authors' finding that race was, and still is, the primary driver behind political change in the region stands
in stark contrast to recent scholarship which points to in-migration, economic growth, or religious factors as
the locus of transition. The Rational Southerner contributes not only to the study of Southern politics, but to
our understanding of party system change, racial politics, and the role that state and local political dynamics
play in the larger context of national politics and policymaking.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

This The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of
the American South book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Rational
Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan
Transformation of the American South can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the
American South having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Jerry Lyon:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan
Transformation of the American South.

Steven Barraza:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization,
Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South, you can enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Penny Risley:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican
Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South was vibrant and of course has pictures on



there. As we know that book The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the
Partisan Transformation of the American South has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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