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Finding ways to understand the nature of social change and social order-from political movements to market
meltdowns-is one of the enduring problems of social science. A Theory of Fields draws together far-ranging
insights from social movement theory, organizational theory, and economic and political sociology to
construct a general theory of social organization and strategic action.

In a work of remarkable synthesis, imagination, and analysis, Neil Fligstein and Doug McAdam propose that
social change and social order can be understood through what they call strategic action fields. They posit
that these fields are the general building blocks of political and economic life, civil society, and the state, and
the fundamental form of order in our world today. Similar to Russian dolls, they are nested and connected in
a broader environment of almost countless proximate and overlapping fields. Fields are mutually dependent;
change in one often triggers change in another. At the core of the theory is an account of how social actors
fashion and maintain order in a given field. This sociological theory of action, what they call "social skill,"
helps explain what individuals do in strategic action fields to gain cooperation or engage in competition.

To demonstrate the breadth of the theory, Fligstein and McAdam make its abstract principles concrete
through extended case studies of the Civil Rights Movement and the rise and fall of the market for mortgages
in the U.S. since the 1960s. The book also provides a "how-to" guide to help others implement the approach
and discusses methodological issues.

With a bold new approach, A Theory of Fields offers both a rigorous and practically applicable way of
thinking through and making sense of social order and change-and how one emerges from the other-in
modern, complex societies.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Harlan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled A Theory of Fields. Try to make book A Theory of Fields as your
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Andre Rosier:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take A Theory of Fields as the daily resource information.

Myrtle Brown:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name A Theory of Fields
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled A
Theory of Fieldsis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled A Theory of Fields contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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