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The extraordinary war time experience of five of Hollywood's most legendary directors, all of whom
put their stamp on World War |1 and were changed forever by it

In Pictures at a Revolution, Mark Harris turned the story of the five movies nominated for Best Picturein
1967 into alandmark work of cultural history about the transformation of an art form and the larger socia
shift it signified. In Five Came Back, he gives us something even more remarkable: the untold story of how
Hollywood changed World War 11, and how World War Il changed Hollywood, through the director’s lens.

It islittle remembered now, but in prewar America, Hollywood' s relationship with Washington was
decidedly tense. Investigationsinto corruption and racketeering were multiplying, and hanging in the air was
the insinuation that the business was too foreign, too Jewish, too “un-American” in its values and causes.
Could an industry with such a powerful influence on America’s collective mindset really be left in the hands
of this crew?

When war came, the propaganda effort to win the hearts and minds of American soldiers and civilianswas
absolutely vital. Nothing else had the power of film to educate and inspire. But the government was not
remotely equipped to harness it—so FDR and the military had little choice but to turn to Hollywood for help.
In an unprecedented move, the whole business was farmed out to a handful of Hollywood' s most acclaimed
film directors, accompanied by a creative freedom over film-making in combat zones that no one had ever
had before or would ever have again.

The effort was dominated by five directing legends: John Ford, William Wyler, John Huston, Frank Capra,
and George Stevens. They were complicated, competitive men, gifted and flawed in equal measure, and they
didn’t always get along, with each other or with their military supervisors. But between them they were on
the scene of almost every major moment of America swar and in every branch of service—army, navy, and
air force, Atlantic and Pacific; from Midway to North Africa; from Normandy to the fall of Paris and the
liberation of the Nazi death camps. In the end, though none of them emerged unscarred, they produced a
body of work that was essential to how Americans perceived the war, and still do.

The product of five years of original archival research, Five Came Back is an epic achievement, providing a

revelatory new understanding of Hollywood' s role in the war through the life and work of five men who
chose to go, and who came back.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Williams:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Five Came Back: A Story of Hollywood and the
Second World War. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how
isimportant any book Five Came Back: A Story of Hollywood and the Second World War. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go
tothelibrary. Let'slearn.

Kenneth Allen:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Five Came Back: A Story of
Hollywood and the Second World War book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Stephen Adams:

The reason why? Because this Five Came Back: A Story of Hollywood and the Second World War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
S0, itisgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Reta Zimmer:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time
to be read. Five Came Back: A Story of Hollywood and the Second World War can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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