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In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy now strange to us, magic was of great
importance both in the literary and mythic tradition and in ritual practice. Recently, ancient magic has hit a
high in popularity, both as an area of scholarly inquiry and as one of general, popular interest. In Magic,
Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds Daniel Ogden presents three hundred texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit commentaries. This is the first book in the field to unite extensive
selections from both literary and documentary sources. Alongside descriptions of sorcerers, witches, and
ghosts in the works of ancient writers, it reproduces curse tablets, spells from ancient magical recipe books,
and inscriptions from magical amulets. Each translation is followed by a commentary that puts it in context
within ancient culture and connects the passage to related passages in this volume. Authors include the well
known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil, Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across the
whole of Greco-Roman antiquity.

The second edition includes a new preface, an updated bibliography, and new source-passages, such as the
earliest use of the word "mage" in Greek" (fr. Aeschylus' Persians ), a werewolf tale (Aesop's Fables), and
excerpts from the most systematic account of ancient legislation against magic (Theodosian Code).
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the
Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

David Black:

This book untitled Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your
list.

Andrea Behnke:

The book untitled Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well
as order it. Have a nice learn.

Ashley Robinette:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A
Sourcebook was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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