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In 1847, at the first meeting of the American Medical Association, the newly elected president reminded his
brethren that the profession, "once venerated," no longer earned homage "spontaneously and universally."
The medical marketplace was crowded and competitive; state laws regulating medical practice had been
repealed; and professional practitioners were often branded by their lay competitors as aristocrats bent on
establishing a health care monopoly. By 1900, the battles were over, and, as the president of AMA had
hoped, doctors were now widely venerated as men of profound science, elegant literature, polite
accomplishments, and virtue. In fact, by 1900 the doctor had replaced the minister as the most esteemed
professional in the United States; disease loomed larger than damnation; and science promised to manage the
discord, differences, and excesses that democracy seemed to license.

In Profound Science and Elegant Literature, Stephanie Browner charts this trajectory—and demonstrates at
the same time that medicine's claims to somatic expertise and managerial talent did not go uncontested. Even
as elite physicians founded institutions that made professional medicine's authority visible and legitimate,
many others worried about the violence that might attend medicine's drive to mastery and science's equation
of rational disinterest with white, educated masculinity. Reading fiction by a wide range of authors beside
and against medical texts, Browner looks to the ways in which writers such as Hawthorne, Melville, Holmes,
James, Chesnutt, and Jewett inventoried the collateral damage that might be done as science installed its
peculiar understanding of the body.

A work of impressive interdisciplinary reach, Profound Science and Elegant Literature documents both the
extraordinary rise of professional medicine in the United States and the aesthetic imperative to make the
body meaningful that led many American writers to resist the medicalized body.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors
in Nineteenth-Century America. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a new book Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in
Nineteenth-Century America. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Marvin Seto:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Ronda Tollison:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the guide untitled Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gary Landrum:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you



have read is actually Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America.
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