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How did the constitutional framers envision the role of religion in American public life? Did they think that
the government had the right to advance or support religion and religious activities? Or did they believe that
the two realms should remain forever separate? Throughout American history, scholars, Supreme Court
justices, and members of the American public have debated these questions. The debate continues to have
significance in the present day, especially in regard to public schools, government aid to sectarian education,
and the use of public property for religious symbols.
In this book, Derek Hamilton Davis offers the first comprehensive examination of the role of religion in the
proceedings, theories, ideas, and goals of the Continental Congress. Those who argue that the United States
was founded as a "Christian Nation" have made much of the religiosity of the founders, particularly as it was
manifested in the ritual invocations of a clearly Christian God as well as in the adoption of practices such as
government-sanctioned days of fasting and thanksgiving, prayers and preaching before legislative bodies,
and the appointments of chaplains to the Army. Davis looks at the fifteen-year experience of the Continental
Congress (1774-1789) and arrives at a contrary conclusion: namely, that the revolutionaries did not seek to
entrench religion in the federal state. Congress's religious activities, he shows, expressed a genuine but often
unreflective popular piety. Indeed, the whole point of the revolution was to distinguish society, the people in
its sovereign majesty, from its government. A religious people would jealously guard its own sovereignty
and the sovereignty of God by preventing republican rulers from pretending to any authority over religion.
The idea that a modern nation could be premised on expressly theological foundations, Davis argues, was
utterly antithetical to the thinking of most revolutionaries.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Seward:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Deborah Browning:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Religion and the Continental
Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) book since this book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Nicholas Mishler:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original
Intent (Religion in America) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Amy Tharp:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra
Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America).
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