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The successful rescue of imprisoned Italian dictator Benito Mussolini from atop the Gran Sasso plateau by
German glider-borne troops on 12 September 1943 was one of the most dramatic Special Forces operations
in military history. Arrested by his own officers in July 1943, Mussolini had been whisked away to an
isolated and heavily-guarded mountain-top resort, the Hotel Campo Imperatore at Gran Sasso, which could
only be reached by a heavily guarded cable car station. It was clear to the Germans - who wished to rescue
Mussolini in order to keep at least the appearance that Italy was still on the Axis side - that any conventional
rescue operation would have to fight its way through too much opposition and that Mussolini's captors would
have ample time to execute him before he could be rescued. Once Mussolini's location at Gran Sasso was
confirmed, Hitler ordered General der Fallschirmtruppe Kurt Student to organize a rescue mission. The
actual raid was planned and led by paratrooper Major Otto Mors from the Fallschirmjager-Lehr Bataillon,
but SS Haupsturmführer Otto Skorzeny grabbed much of the laurels of this operation.

Despite unfavorable terrain for a gliderborne landing - including large boulders and steep cliffs near the
landing zone - most of the German gliders succeeded in landing atop the Gran Sasso and the assault force
was able to move in before the stunned Italian defenders could organize a response or eliminate Mussolini.
This volume shows how Skorzeny failed to follow the plan and jeopardized the operation with his rash
behavior, including a risky decision to fly Mussolini off the mountain using a light Fiesler Storch aircraft.
The German raiding force achieved all their objectives without firing a shot. Although the rescue of
Mussolini failed to keep Italy on the Axis side, it did serve as a valuable propaganda boost for Germany in
the face of defeats in Italy and the Soviet Union, as well as pointing toward a new dimension in warfare.

This title details the strategic context of this daring raid, the origins of the plans, and the initial strategy
adopted by the German Special Operations forces, before going on to describe in full detail the plan,
execution and final outcome of the operation. It also details Skorzeny's propaganda-laden version of the raid
and what actually happened at the Gran Sasso, including the rarely-mentioned ground component and
extraction phase.  Discover the history of this classic wartime raid, which continues to fascinate military
history enthusiasts and lovers of adventure, in this new addition to the Raid series by Robert Forczyk.
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid).

Marvin Seto:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943
(Raid) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943
(Raid) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Bridget Chacon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso
1943 (Raid).

James Melendez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid)
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Rescuing Mussolini:
Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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