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Tolkien's first job, on returning home from World War I, was as an assistant on the staff of the OED. He later
said that he had "learned more in those two years than in any other equal part of his life." The Ring of Words
reveals how his professional work on the Oxford English Dictionary influenced Tolkien's creative use of
language in his fictional world.
Here three senior editors of the OED offer an intriguing exploration of Tolkien's career as a lexicographer
and illuminate his creativity as a word user and word creator. The centerpiece of the book is a wonderful
collection of "word studies" which will delight the heart of Ring fans and word lovers everywhere. The
editors look at the origin of such Tolkienesque words as "hobbit," "mithril, "Smeagol," "Ent," "halfling," and
"worm" (meaning "dragon"). Readers discover that a word such as "mathom" (anything a hobbit had no
immediate use for, but was unwilling to throw away) was actually common in Old English, but that
"Mithril," on the other hand, is a complete invention (and the first "Elven" word to have an entry in the
OED). And fans of Harry Potter will be surprised to find that "Dumbledore" (the name of Hogwart's
headmaster) was a word used by Tolkien and many others (it is a dialect word meaning "bumblebee").
Few novelists have found so much of their creative inspiration in the shapes and histories of words.
Presenting archival material not found anywhere else, The Ring of Words offers a fresh and unexplored angle
on the literary achievements of one of the world's most famous and best-loved writers.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Mattie:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Ring of
Words: Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sue Eldred:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Ring of Words: Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer associated with The Ring of Words: Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Ring of Words: Tolkien and the
Oxford English Dictionary is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Bryant:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Ring of Words:
Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Willie Briggs:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also
they write about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
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