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An exploration of the historical origins of the “witches ointment” and medieval hallucinogenic drug
practices based on the earliest sources

* Details how early modern theol ogians demonized psychedelic folk magic into “witches ointments’

« Shares dozens of psychoactive formulas and recipes gleaned from rare manuscripts from university
collections all over the world as well as the practices and magical incantations necessary for their preparation

» Examines the practices of medieval witches like Matteuccia di Francisco, who used hallucinogenic drugsin
her love potions and herbal preparations

In the medieval period preparations with hallucinogenic herbs were part of the practice of veneficium, or
poison magic. This collection of magical arts used poisons, herbs, and rituals to bewitch, heal, prophesy,
infect, and murder. In the form of psyche-magical ointments, poison magic could trigger powerful
hallucinations and surrealistic dreams that enabled direct experience of the Divine. Smeared on the skin,
these entheogenic ointments were said to enable witches to commune with various local goddesses,
bastardized by the Church as trips to the Sabbat--clandestine meetings with Satan to learn magic and
participate in demonic orgies.

Examining trial records and the pharmacopoeia of witches, achemists, folk healers, and heretics of the 15th
century, Thomas Hatsis details how arange of ideas from folk drugs to ecclesiastical fears over medicine
women merged to form the classical “witch” stereotype and what history has called the “witches' ointment.”
He shares dozens of psychoactive formulas and recipes gleaned from rare manuscripts from university
collections from al over the world as well as the practices and magical incantations necessary for their
preparation. He explores the connections between witches' ointments and spells for shape shifting, spirit
travel, and bewitching magic. He examines the practices of some Renaissance magicians, who inhaled
powerful drugs to communicate with spirits, and of Italian folk-witches, such as Matteuccia di Francisco,
who used hallucinogenic drugs in her love potions and herbal preparations, and Finicella, who used drug
ointments to imagine herself transformed into a cat.

Exploring the untold history of the witches' ointment and medieval hallucinogen use, Hatsis reveals how the
Church transformed folk drug practices, specifically entheogenic ones, into satanic experiences.
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From reader reviews:
Margaretta Lee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book ligible The Witches Ointment: The
Secret History of Psychedelic Magic? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Erik Hilyard:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Witches
Ointment: The Secret History of Psychedelic Magic suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Witches Qintment: The Secret History of
Psychedelic Magicis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the ssmple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sara Matthews:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
The Witches Ointment: The Secret History of Psychedelic Magic.

Shawn M athison:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Witches Ointment: The Secret
History of Psychedelic Magic to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It isto beinitialy opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Witches Ointment: The Secret History of
Psychedelic Magic can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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