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Howard Hathaway Aiken (1900-1973) was a major figure of the early digital era. He is best known for his
first machine, the IBM Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator or Harvard Mark I, conceived in 1937 and
put into operation in 1944. But he also made significant contributions to the development of applications for
the new machines and to the creation of a university curriculum for computer science.This biography of
Aiken, by a major historian of science who was also a colleague of Aiken's at Harvard, offers a clear and
often entertaining introduction to Aiken and his times. Aiken's Mark I was the most intensely used of the
early large-scale, general-purpose automatic digital computers, and it had a significant impact on the
machines that followed. Aiken also proselytized for the computer among scientists, scholars, and
businesspeople and explored novel applications in data processing, automatic billing, and production control.
But his most lasting contribution may have been the students who received degrees under him and then took
prominent positions in academia and industry. I. Bernard Cohen argues convincingly for Aiken's significance
as a shaper of the computer world in which we now live.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The ability that you get from Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer Pioneer (History of Computing) will be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer Pioneer
(History of Computing) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this specific Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer Pioneer (History of Computing) instantly.

Harry Nelson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Howard Aiken: Portrait of a
Computer Pioneer (History of Computing) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So
, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Howard Aiken: Portrait of a
Computer Pioneer (History of Computing) become your starter.

Leroy Moore:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer Pioneer (History of
Computing) can make you experience more interested to read.

Ada Peterson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer
Pioneer (History of Computing) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Howard Aiken: Portrait of a Computer
Pioneer (History of Computing) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of the time.
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