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Is there a meaning in the Bible, or is meaning rather a matter of who is reading or of how one reads?  Does
Christian doctrine have anything to contribute to debates about interpretation, literary theory, and post
modernity? These are questions of crucial importance for contemporary biblical studies and theology alike.

Kevin Vanhoozer contends that the postmodern crisis in hermeneutics—”incredulity towards meaning,” a
deep–set skepticism concerning the possibility of correct interpretation—is fundamentally a crisis in
theology provoked by an inadequate view of God and by the announcement of God’s “death.”

Part 1 examines the ways in which deconstruction and radical reader–response criticism “undo” the
traditional concepts of author, text, and reading. Dr. Vanhoozer engages critically with the work of Derrida,
Rorty, and Fish, among others, and demonstrates the detrimental influence of the postmodern “suspicion of
hermeneutics” on biblical studies.

In Part 2, Dr. Vanhoozer defends the concept of the author and the possibility of literary knowledge by
drawing on the resources of Christian doctrine and by viewing meaning in terms of communicative action.
He argues that there is a meaning in the text, that it can be known with relative adequacy, and that readers
have a responsibility to do so by cultivating “interpretive virtues.”

Successive chapters build on Trinitarian theology and speech act philosophy in order to treat the
metaphysics, methodology, and morals of interpretation. From a Christian perspective, meaning and
interpretation are ultimately grounded in God’s own communicative action in creation, in the canon, and
preeminently in Christ. Prominent features in Part 2 include a new account of the author’s intention and of
the literal sense, the reclaiming of the distinction between meaning and significance in terms of Word and
Spirit, and the image of the reader as a disciple–martyr, whose vocation is to witness to something other than
oneself.

Is There a Meaning in This Text? guides the student toward greater confidence in the authority, clarity, and
relevance of Scripture, and a well–reasoned expectation to understand accurately the message of the Bible. Is
There a Meaning in This Text? is a comprehensive and creative analysis of current debates over biblical
hermeneutics that draws on interdisciplinary resources, all coordinated by Christian theology. It makes a
significant contribution to biblical interpretation that will be of interest to readers in a number of fields. The
intention of the book is to revitalize and enlarge the concept of author–oriented interpretation and to restore
confidence that readers of the Bible can reach understanding. The result is a major challenge to the central
assumptions of postmodern biblical scholarship and a constructive alternative proposal—an Augustinian
hermeneutic—that reinvigorates the notion of biblical authority and finds a new exegetical practice that
recognizes the importance of both the reader’s situation and the literal sense.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Is There a Meaning in This Text?: The
Bible, the Reader, and the Morality of Literary Knowledge (Landmarks in Christian Scholarship) book as
starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stanley Roman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Is There a Meaning in This Text?: The Bible, the Reader, and the Morality of Literary Knowledge
(Landmarks in Christian Scholarship), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Judith Bradshaw:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Is There a Meaning in This Text?: The Bible, the Reader, and the Morality of
Literary Knowledge (Landmarks in Christian Scholarship) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Glenn Connelly:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Is There a Meaning in This Text?: The Bible, the Reader, and the



Morality of Literary Knowledge (Landmarks in Christian Scholarship) why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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