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Film noir is a classic genre characterized by visual elements such as tilted camera angles, skewed scene
compositions, and an interplay between darkness and light. Common motifs include crime and punishment,
the upheaval of traditional moral values, and a pessimistic stance on the meaning of life and on the place of
humankind in the universe. Spanning the 1940s and 1950s, the classic film noir era saw the release of many
of Hollywood's best-loved studies of shady characters and shadowy underworlds, including Double
Indemnity, The Big Sleep, Touch of Evil, and The Maltese Falcon. Neo-noir is a somewhat loosely defined
genre of films produced after the classic noir era that display the visual or thematic hallmarks of the noir
sensibility. The essays collected in The Philosophy of Neo-Noir explore the philosophical implications of
neo-noir touchstones such as Blade Runner, Chinatown, Reservoir Dogs, Memento, and the films of the
Coen brothers. Through the lens of philosophy, Mark T. Conard and the contributors examine previously
obscure layers of meaning in these challenging films. The contributors also consider these neo-noir films as a
means of addressing philosophical questions about guilt, redemption, the essence of human nature, and
problems of knowledge, memory and identity. In the neo-noir universe, the lines between right and wrong
and good and evil are blurred, and the detective and the criminal frequently mirror each other's most
debilitating personality traits. The neo-noir detective?more antihero than hero?is frequently a morally
compromised and spiritually shaken individual whose pursuit of a criminal masks the search for lost or
unattainable aspects of the self. Conard argues that the films discussed in The Philosophy of Neo-Noir
convey ambiguity, disillusionment, and disorientation more effectively than even the most iconic films of the
classic noir era. Able to self-consciously draw upon noir conventions and simultaneously subvert them, neo-
noir directors push beyond the earlier genre's limitations and open new paths of cinematic and philosophical
exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Goddard:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Philosophy of Neo-Noir (Philosophy Of Popular Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Angel Jones:

Often the book The Philosophy of Neo-Noir (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Adam Gutierrez:

Beside this particular The Philosophy of Neo-Noir (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Philosophy of Neo-Noir (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this?
Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Annamarie Hernandez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Philosophy of Neo-Noir (Philosophy Of Popular Culture)
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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