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The subject of the Academy Award–winning documentary The Lady in Number 6: Music Saved My
Life, Alice Herz-Sommer was the world’s oldest Holocaust survivor when she died on February 23,
2014. A Century of Wisdom is the true story of her life—an inspiring story of resilience and the power
of optimism.
  
Before her death at 110, the pianist Alice Herz-Sommer was an eyewitness to the entire last century and the
first decade of this one. She had seen it all, surviving the Theresienstadt concentration camp, attending the
trial of Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem, and along the way coming into contact with some of the most
fascinating historical figures of our time. As a child in Prague, she spent weekends and holidays in the
company of Franz Kafka (whom she knew as “Uncle Franz”), and Gustav Mahler, Sigmund Freud, and
Rainer Maria Rilke were friendly with her mother. When Alice moved to Israel after the war, Golda Meir
attended her house concerts, as did Arthur Rubinstein, Leonard Bernstein, and Isaac Stern. Until the end of
her life Alice, who lived in London, practiced piano for hours every day. 
 
Despite her imprisonment in Theresienstadt and the murders of her mother, husband, and friends by the
Nazis, and much later the premature death of her son, Alice was victorious in her ability to live a life without
bitterness. She credited music as the key to her survival, as well as her ability to acknowledge the humanity
in each person, even her enemies. A Century of Wisdom is the remarkable and inspiring story of one
woman’s lifelong determination—in the face of some of the worst evils known to man—to find goodness in
life. It is a testament to the bonds of friendship, the power of music, and the importance of leading a life of
material simplicity, intellectual curiosity, and never-ending optimism.

Praise for A Century of Wisdom
 
“An instruction manual for a life well lived.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“As if her 108 years of experience alone were not enough to coax you, there is the overarching fact that
draws people to Herz-Sommer’s story: She survived the Theresienstadt concentration camp and is believed
to be the oldest living Holocaust survivor.”—The Washington Post
 
“I have rarely read a Holocaust survivor’s memoir as enriching and meaningful. Get Caroline Stoessinger’s
book, A Century of Wisdom, telling Alice Herz-Sommer’s tale of her struggles and triumphs. You will feel
rewarded.”—Elie Wiesel
 
“A Century of Wisdom is a stately and elegant book about an artist who found deliverance in her passion for
music. Caroline Stoessinger writes with a special purity, as though she were arranging pearls on a string of
silk.”—Pat Conroy
 
“As one of millions who fell in love on YouTube with Alice Herz-Sommer, a 108-year-old Holocaust
survivor who plays the piano and greets each day with no hint of bitterness, I’m grateful to Caroline



Stoessinger for writing a book that explains this mystery. You will be inspired by the story of Alice Herz-
Sommer, who lives to teach us.”—Gloria Steinem
 
“I walked on the cobblestones in Prague for thirty years wondering who might have walked on them before
me: Kafka, Freud, Mahler. It feels like a miracle to have encountered, in Caroline Stoessinger’s wonderful
book, Alice Herz-Sommer, who walked with them all—with a heart full of music.”—Peter Sis

“A Century of Wisdom is universal and will enrich readers for generations to come.”—Itzhak Perlman
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From reader reviews:

Scott Frew:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Century of
Wisdom: Lessons from the Life of Alice Herz-Sommer, the World's Oldest Living Holocaust Survivor. All
type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Janice Perry:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Century of Wisdom: Lessons from the Life of Alice
Herz-Sommer, the World's Oldest Living Holocaust Survivor can be fine book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Warner Gomez:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Century of Wisdom: Lessons from
the Life of Alice Herz-Sommer, the World's Oldest Living Holocaust Survivor can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Heather Garcia:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top list in your reading list is actually A Century of Wisdom: Lessons from the Life of Alice Herz-
Sommer, the World's Oldest Living Holocaust Survivor. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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