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The Min peoples of Papua New Guinea are renowned for their secret male initiation rituals and have proven
to be one of the most enigmatic cultures in anthropological experience. This study analyses the 'Min
problem', and argues that the root of this long-standing interpretative impasse has been in Anthropology's
view of secrecy and knowledge.

Because Barth's pioneering work in this small corner of Melanesia still exerts an important influence on the
discipline's contemporary view of knowledge, the implications of this critique go far beyond a little known
problem and raise fundamental questions about the nature of anthropological knowledge itself.

In Bolivip, knowledge-making is perceived as exchanging skin and bodily resources with others, and is
withheld until a person is capable of bearing it. The argument uses these understandings to consider our own
assumptions, and works through alternating chapters. An imagistic ethnography of Bolivip with vivid
descriptions of life in the rainforest, supported by high quality illustrations, describes how arboreal and
horticultural metaphors motivate the growth of persons and plants. These chapters alternate with
ethnographies of anthropological knowledge proposing new readings of Melanesianist texts by Mead,
Bateson and Fortune; Weiner and Strathern; and Barth.

Having suggested that the root of the Min problem also underpins a wider impasse in anthropological
knowledge, the study concludes with a new analytical figure, 'the textual person', that suggests a more
promising future for anthropological knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Anthropological Knowledge, Secrecy and Bolivip, Papua New Guinea:
Exchanging Skin (British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship Monographs).

Gary McKinney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Anthropological Knowledge,
Secrecy and Bolivip, Papua New Guinea: Exchanging Skin (British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship
Monographs)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Carlos Lauzon:

The guide untitled Anthropological Knowledge, Secrecy and Bolivip, Papua New Guinea: Exchanging Skin
(British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship Monographs) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Anthropological Knowledge, Secrecy and Bolivip, Papua New Guinea: Exchanging Skin (British
Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship Monographs) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Lupe Holloway:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Anthropological Knowledge, Secrecy and Bolivip, Papua New
Guinea: Exchanging Skin (British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship Monographs) can be very good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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