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In Playing the Hero, Ann Dooley examines the surviving manuscript versions of the greatest of the early
Irish sagas, the Táin Bó Cuailnge (Cattle-Raid of Cooley), and creates a picture of the cultural conditions and
literary mind-sets under which medieval scribes recreated the text. Dooley argues that the scribes' work is
both a transmission and a translation, and that their own changing historical circumstances within the space
of one hundred years, from the beginning to the end of the twelfth century, determines the specifics of their
literary creativity.

Playing the Hero is a unique example of more contemporary literary methodologies – post-structuralist,
feminist, historicist and beyond – being used to illuminate the Irish saga world. Dooley provides a
commentary for the saga, helping to re-animate its literary sophistication. Her work is an interrogation of
both the Irish epic hero – a reading of the male through the medium of feminine discourse – and the process
whereby violence as normalized in the saga genre can be recovered as problematic and troubling. Dooley's
work is groundbreaking and will provoke a wide response in Medieval Irish studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

With other case, little people like to read book Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Timothy Rhine:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Playing the Hero: Reading
the Táin Bó Cúailnge will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

James Bouchard:

Here thing why that Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Playing
the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó
Cúailnge in e-book can be your alternate.

Bonnie Wilson:

The feeling that you get from Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge is the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Playing the Hero: Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Playing the Hero:
Reading the Táin Bó Cúailnge instantly.
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