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In the wake of the 9/11 attacks, the United States declared war on terrorism. More than ten years later, the
results are decidedly mixed. Here world-renowned author, diplomat, and scholar Akbar Ahmed reveals an
important yet largely ignored result of this war: in many nations it has exacerbated the already broken
relationship between central governments and the largely rural Muslim tribal societies on the peripheries of
both Muslim and non-Muslim nations. The center and the periphery are engaged in a mutually destructive
civil war across the globe, a conflict that has been intensified by the war on terror.

Conflicts between governments and tribal societies predate the war on terror in many regions, from South
Asia to the Middle East to North Africa, pitting those in the centers of power against those who live in the
outlying provinces. Akbar Ahmed's unique study demonstrates that this conflict between the center and the
periphery has entered a new and dangerous stage with U.S. involvement after 9/11 and the deployment of
drones, in the hunt for al Qaeda, threatening the very existence of many tribal societies.

American firepower and its vast anti-terror network have turned the war on terror into a global war on tribal
Islam. And too often the victims are innocent children at school, women in their homes, workers simply
trying to earn a living, and worshipers in their mosques. Battered by military attacks or drone strikes one day
and suicide bombers the next, the tribes bemoan, "Every day is like 9/11 for us."

In The Thistle and the Drone, the third volume in Ahmed's groundbreaking trilogy examining relations
between America and the Muslim world, the author draws on forty case studies representing the global span
of Islam to demonstrate how the U.S. has become involved directly or indirectly in each of these societies.
The study provides the social and historical context necessary to understand how both central governments
and tribal societies have become embroiled in America's war. Beginning with Waziristan and expanding to
societies in Central Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, and elsewhere, Ahmed offers a fresh approach to the
conflicts studied and presents an unprecedented paradigm for understanding and winning the war on terror.

The Thistle and the Drone was the 2013 Foreword Reviews Gold winner for Political Science.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a
Global War on Tribal Islam.

Scott Croft:

This The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam book
is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on
Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on
Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Belinda Bedard:

The guide untitled The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global War on
Tribal Islam is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Brian Robinson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. The Thistle and the Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global War
on Tribal Islam can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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