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Existentialist Thought in African American Literature Before 1940 is the first collection of its kind to break
new ground in arguing that long before its classification by Jean-Paul Sartre, African American literature
embodied existentialist thought. To make its case, this daring book dissects eight notable texts: Frederick
Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845) and My Bondage and My Freedom (1855),
Sojourner Truth’s Ain’t I A Woman (1861), Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl (1861),
Sutton E. Griggs’s Imperium in Imperio (1899), James Weldon Johnson’s Autobiography of an Ex-Colored
Man (1912), and Nella Larsen’s Quicksand (1928) and Passing (1929). It explores and addresses a wide
range of complex philosophical concepts such as: authenticity, potentiality-for-authentic living, bad faith,
and existentialism from the Christian point of view. The use of interdisciplinary studies such as gender
studies, queer studies, Christian ethics, mixed-race studies, and existentialism, allows the authors within this
book to lend unique perspectives in examining selected African American literary works.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Carey:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Existentialist Thought in African American
Literature before 1940 has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Existentialist Thought in African American
Literature before 1940 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940. You never sense lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Tom Carter:

The ability that you get from Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Existentialist Thought in African American
Literature before 1940 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Existentialist
Thought in African American Literature before 1940 instantly.

Rene Hudson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Existentialist Thought
in African American Literature before 1940 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

David Fulton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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