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This book analyzes the Islamization of the Javanese, the largest ethnic group in Indonesia, which is the
nation with the largest Muslim population in the world. Java represents an important case study in Islam's
spread from the Middle East to the far reaches of the globe. This process gave rise to contested senses of
identity: What did it mean to be both Javanese and Muslim? For some Javanese, Hindu-Bhuddism and Islam
were probably alternative, not mutually exclusive, sources of supernatural power. For others, cultural
boundaries were clear and one must choose between being Javanese or Muslim. The greatest of these
identities were reconciled in the early seventeenth century by the greatest of Java's kings, Sultan Agung. But
his successors were less comfortable with this reconciliation and thus found themselves opposed by
committed Muslims. These successor kings turned to the Dutch East India Company for support, alliance
with Christians further feeding rebellion. Not until a century after Agung died was Islam and the court
aristocracy - the epitome of what it meant to be Javanese - again reconciled.

The result was a society deeply committed to Islam, observant of its ritual life, but admitting indigenous,
non-Islamic, spiritual forces to the faith. This, after 400 years, is the "mystic synthesis" of this book's title.

Mobilizing Javanese, Dutch, and other sources, Professor Ricklefs presents a book that should be read by
anyone interested in the history of Islam, of Indonesia, or, as he puts it - of "societies that move across what
we think of as boundaries" - for they take us closer to the question of what we are as human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Lipp:

The book Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth
Centuries (Signature books series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History
of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series) being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries
(Signature books series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jessie Henricks:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Mystic Synthesis in Java:
A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series) that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries
(Signature books series) become your own starter.

James Scott:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of
Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series) book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth
to the Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series) as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Ramirez:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in



addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the
Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of
Islamization from the Fourteenth to the Early Nineteenth Centuries (Signature books series). You can more
pleasing than now.
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