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Five comedies from Ancient Greece that freely blend satire and slapstick

Offering a window into the world of ordinary Athenians, Aristophanes' The Birds and Other Plays is a
timeless set of comedies, combining witty satire and raucous slapstick to wonderful effect. The plays in this
volume all contain Aristophanes' trademark bawdy comedy and dazzling verbal agility. In The Birds, two
cunning Athenians persuade the birds to build the utopian city of 'Much Cuckoo in the Clouds' in the sky,
blockading the Olympian gods and installing themselves as new deities. The Knights is a venomous satire on
Cleon, a prominent Athenian demagogue, who vies with a humble sausage-seller for the approval of the
people; while The Assembly-Women deals with the battle of the sexes as the women of Athens infiltrate the
all-male Assembly in disguise. The lengthy conflict with Sparta is the subject of Peace, inspired by the hope
of a settlement in 421 BC, and Wealth reflects on the economic catastrophe that hit Athens after the war.

These lively translations by David Barrett and Alan H. Sommerstein capture the full humour of the plays.
The introduction examines Aristophanes' life and times, and the comedy and poetry of his works, and this
edition also includes an introductory note for each play. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Andrews:

The book The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin
Classics)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Birds and Other
Plays (Penguin Classics) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Anh Huckaby:

The publication with title The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) has lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Joyce Bullock:

This The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) is great publication for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt that?

Courtney O\'Donnell:

This The Birds and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) is completely new way for you who has attention to look
for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Birds and Other Plays
(Penguin Classics) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and also knowledge.
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