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Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast on celebratory birthday cakes topped with
carrotsinstead of candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, while owls watch animated
cartoons on old television sets. In American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari through the
contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradictions and strange wonders.

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to
zookeepers and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the other human primates that make up the
zoo's social world. He shows that in amgjor shift away from their unfortunate pasts, American zoos today
emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their captive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the
imaginary boundaries we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans from animals, and
civilization from the wild. At the same time, zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities--animal care,
education, scientific research, and recreation--all while attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the
wake of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The world of the zoo reflects how we project
our own prejudices and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted children, and feisty zookeepers, American Zooisa
remarkable close-up exploration of aclassic cultural attraction.
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From reader reviews:
Jocelyn Welch:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This American Zoo: A Sociological Safari book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding American
Zoo: A Sociological Safari content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking
American Zoo: A Sociological Safari is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Alexander Taylor:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled American Zoo: A Sociological Safari can be great book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Martinez:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is American Zoo: A Sociological Safari this book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Steve Henry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
American Zoo: A Sociologica Safari.
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