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In Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction, Joseph Dan, one of the world's leading authorities on Jewish
mysticism, offers a concise and highly accurate look at the history and character of the various systems
developed by the adherents of the Kabbalah.

Dan sheds light on the many misconceptions about what Kabbalah is and isn't--including its connections to
magic, astronomy, alchemy, and numerology--and he illuminates the relationship between Kaballah and
Christianity on the one hand and New Age religion on the other. The book provides fascinating historical
background, ranging from the mystical groups that flourished in ancient Judaism in the East, and the
medieval schools of Kabbalah in Northern Spain and Southern France, to the widening growth of Kabbalah
through the school of Isaac Luria of Safed in the sixteenth century, to the most potent and influential modern
Jewish religious movement, Hasidism, and its use of kabbalistic language in its preaching. The book
examines the key ancient texts of this tradition, including the Sefer Yezira or "Book of Creation," The Book
of Bahir, and the Zohar. Dan explains Midrash, the classical Jewish exegesis of scriptures, which assumes an
infinity of meanings for every biblical verse, and he concludes with a brief survey of scholarship in the field
and a list of books for further reading.

Embraced by celebrities and integrated in many contemporary spiritual phenomena, Kabbalah has reaped a
wealth of attention in the press. But many critics argue that the form of Kabbalah practiced in Hollywood is
more New Age pabulum than authentic tradition. Can there be a positive role for the Kabbalah in the
contemporary quest for spirituality?

In Kabbalah, Joseph Dan debunks the myths surrounding modern Kabbalistic practice, offering an engaging
and dependable account of this traditional Jewish religious phenomenon and its impact outside of Judaism.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Kabbalah: A Very Short
Introduction content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Kabbalah: A Very
Short Introduction is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mindy Marcotte:

The publication with title Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Patty Shield:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lila Johnson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Kabbalah: A Very Short
Introduction is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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