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Oil tycoon J. Paul Gerry created the greatest fortune in America - and came close to destroying his own
family in the process. Of his four sons who reached manhood, only one survived relatively unscathed. One
killed himself, one became a drug-addicted recluse and the third had to bear the stigma all his life of being
disinherited in childhood.

The unhappiness continued into the next generation, with the name Getty, as one journalist put it, 'becoming
synonymous for family dysfunction'. Getty's once favourite grandson was kidnapped by the Italian mafia,
lost his car and, after a lifetime of drink and drugs, became a paraplegic. A granddaughter is currently
suffering from AIDS. And the Getty family itself has been torn apart by litigation over their poisoned
inheritance.

But did the disaster have to happen? John Pearson, who has specialized in biographies of families as varied
as the Churchills, the British Royal Family, the Devonshires and the Krays, sets out to find the answer. The
result, first published in 1995, is a fascinating saga of an extraordinary dynasty.

He traces much of the trouble to the bizarre character of the avaricious, sex-obsessed billionaire, J. Paul
Getty himself - and demonstrates how much of his behaviour has been repeated in succeeding generations.
He describes the famous kidnapping of his grandson in graphic detail, revealing how the old man's attitude
added considerably to the boy's sufferings. And he shows how the family has coped with the latest modern
scourges: drugs and AIDS.

For Painfully Rich is not a hopeless story. While some of the family have been damaged by the Getty legacy,
others have saved themselves from disaster, most notably the cricket-loving philanthropist, J. Paul Getty Jr.
Pearson's moving story of his recovery from drugs and deep personal tragedy shows that there is hope for
future generations of this stricken family - and demonstrates that money can be used to buy survival and
even happiness.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs book is readable by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So , do you continue to thinking Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Scottie Kelly:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Painfully
Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirsis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Abel Cooke:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get previous to. The Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Jose Johnson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and
His Heirs has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading that will.
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