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Long characterized as an exceptional country within Latin America, Costa Rica has been hailed as a
democratic oasis in a continent scorched by dictatorship and revolution; the ecological mecca of a biosphere
laid waste by deforestation and urban blight; and an egalitarian, middle-class society blissfully immune to
the violent class and racial conflicts that have haunted the region. Arguing that conceptions of Costa Rica as
a happy anomaly downplay its rich heritage and diverse population, The Costa Rica Reader brings together
texts and artwork that reveal the complexity of the country’s past and present. It characterizes Costa Rica as
a site of alternatives and possibilities that undermine stereotypes about the region’s history and challenge the
idea that current dilemmas facing Latin America are inevitable or insoluble.

This essential introduction to Costa Rica includes more than fifty texts related to the country’s history,
culture, politics, and natural environment. Most of these newspaper accounts, histories, petitions, memoirs,
poems, and essays are written by Costa Ricans. Many appear here in English for the first time. The authors
are men and women, young and old, scholars, farmers, workers, and activists. The Costa Rica Reader
presents a panoply of voices: eloquent working-class raconteurs from San José’s poorest barrios, English-
speaking Afro-Antilleans of the Limón province, Nicaraguan immigrants, factory workers, dissident
members of the intelligentsia, and indigenous people struggling to preserve their culture. With more than
forty images, the collection showcases sculptures, photographs, maps, cartoons, and fliers. From the time
before the arrival of the Spanish, through the rise of the coffee plantations and the Civil War of 1948, up to
participation in today’s globalized world, Costa Rica’s remarkable history comes alive. The Costa Rica
Reader is a necessary resource for scholars, students, and travelers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Guess:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics
(The Latin America Readers). Try to make the book The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The
Latin America Readers) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Mikel Davis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Costa Rica Reader: History,
Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Susan Albro:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Costa Rica Reader: History,
Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Thomas Pilcher:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin
America Readers) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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