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Augusten Burroughs meets Mary Karr: a deeply funny and wickedly entertaining family memoir

The youngest of four daughters in an old, celebrated St. Louis family of prominent journalists and politicians
on one side, debutantes and equestrians on the other, Jeanne Darst grew up hearing stories of past grandeur.
And the message she internalized as a young girl was clear: While things might be a bit tight for us right
now, it’s only temporary. Soon her father would sell the Great American Novel and reclaim the family’s
former glory.

The Darsts uproot themselves and move from St. Louis to New York. Jeanne’s father writes one novel, and
then another, which don’t find publishers. This, combined with her mother’s burgeoning
alcoholism—nightly booze-fueled weepathons reminiscing about her fancy childhood—lead to financial
disaster and divorce. And as Jeanne becomes an adult, she is horrified to discover that she is not only a
drinker like her mother, but a writer like her father.

At first, and for years, she embraces both activities—living in an apartment with no bathroom, stealing food
from her babysitting gigs, and raising rent money by riding the subway topless and performing a one-woman
show in her living room. Until gradually she realizes that this life has not been thrust on her in some
handing-down-of-the-writing-mantle-way. She has chosen it; and until she can stop putting drinking and
writing ahead of everything else, it’s a questionable choice. “For a long time I was worried about becoming
my father,” she writes. “Then I was worried about becoming my mother. Now I was worried about becoming
myself.”

Ultimately, Darst sets out to discover whether a person can have the writing without the ruin, whether it’s
possible to be both sober and creative, ambitious and happy, a professional author and a parent. Filled with
brilliantly flawed, idiosyncratic characters and punctuated by Darst’s irreverent eye for absurdity, Fiction
Ruined My Family is a lovingly told, wickedly funny portrait of an unconventional life.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Abbott:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Fiction Ruined My Family is
kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Wendy Ray:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Fiction Ruined
My Family, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Dominick Tran:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Fiction Ruined My Family, you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Louise Fulghum:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Fiction Ruined My Family offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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