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Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern institution—the nation’s original sin, perhaps, but isolated in
time and divorced from America’s later success. But to do so robs the millions who suffered in bondage of
their full legacy.

As historian Edward Baptist reveals in The Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of slavery in the first
eight decades after American independence drove the evolution and modernization of the United States. In
the span of a single lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of worn-out tobacco plantations to a
continental cotton empire, and the United States grew into a modern, industrial, and capitalist economy.
Until the Civil War, Baptist explains, the most important American economic innovations were ways to
make slavery ever more profitable. Through forced migration and torture, slave owners extracted continual
increases in efficiency from enslaved African Americans. Thus the United States seized control of the world
market for cotton, the key raw material of the Industrial Revolution, and became a wealthy nation with
global influence.

Told through intimate slave narratives, plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never Been Told offers a radical new interpretation of
American history. It forces readers to reckon with the violence at the root of American supremacy, but also
with the survival and resistance that brought about slavery’s end—and created a culture that sustains
America’s deepest dreams of freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery
and the Making of American Capitalism book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Deborah Oneal:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Half Has Never Been Told:
Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Melody Grissom:

You can find this The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

John Lambeth:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery
and the Making of American Capitalism to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making
of American Capitalism can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of the time.
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