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Simon Leysis a Renaissance man for the era of globalization. A distinguished scholar of classical Chinese
art and literature and one of the first Westerners to recognize the appalling toll of Mao’s Cultural Revolution,
Leys also writes with unfailing intelligence, seriousness, and bite about European art, literature, history, and
politics and is an unflinching observer of the way we live now.

The Hall of Uselessness is the most extensive collection of Leys's essaysto be published to date. Iniit, he
addresses subjects ranging from the Chinese attitude to the past to the mysteries of Belgium and Belgitude;
offers portraits of André Gide and Zhou Enlai; takes on Roland Barthes and Christopher Hitchens; broods on
the Cambodian genocide; reflects on the spell of the sea; and writes with keen appreciation about writers as
different as Victor Hugo, Evelyn Waugh, and Georges Simenon. Throughout, The Hall of Uselessnessis
marked with the deep knowledge, skeptical intelligence, and passionate conviction that have made Simon
Leys one of the most powerful essayists of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Hall of
Uselessness: Collected Essays (New Y ork Review Books Classics) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Hall of Uselessness: Collected Essays (New
Y ork Review Books Classics)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This book was
inspired a number of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Willie Wilson:

Often the book The Hall of Uselessness. Collected Essays (New Y ork Review Books Classics) will bring
one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Hall of
Uselessness: Collected Essays (New Y ork Review Books Classics) is much recommended to you to read.

Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joseph Lewis:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
The Hall of Uselessness: Collected Essays (New Y ork Review Books Classics) can be your answer asit can
be read by anyone who have those short extratime problems.

Donald Tud:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and The Hall of Uselessness: Collected Essays (New Y ork Review
Books Classics) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Hall of Uselessness: Collected Essays (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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