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The King of the Golden River or The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria by John Ruskin. Illustrated by
Richard Doyle. The King of the Golden River or The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria by John Ruskin
was originally written in 1841 for the twelve-year-old Effie (Euphemia) Gray, whom Ruskin later married. It
was published in book form in 1851, and became an early Victorian classic which sold out three editions. In
the "Advertisement to the First Edition," which prefaces it, it is called a fairy tale, one, it might be added,
that illustrates the triumph of love, kindness, and goodness over evil; however, it could also be characterized
as a fable, a fabricated aetiological myth or etiology, and a parable. It was illustrated with 22 illustrations by
Richard Doyle (1824–83). The richness of the Treasure Valley, high in the mountains of Stiria or Styria,
southeastern Austria, is lost through the evil of the owners, the two elder, "Black Brothers," Hans and
Schwartz, who in their foolishness mistreat Southwest Wind, Esquire, who in turn floods their valley,
washing away their "liquid assets," and turning their valley into a dead valley of red sand. This personified
wind has the power to keep things this way through his influence with other winds that had caused the
valley's unique fertility. Forced into a trade other than farming Hans and Schwartz become goldsmiths. They
cruelly melt their younger brother Gluck's prize heirloom, a golden mug, which consists of the head of a
golden bearded man. This action releases the King of the Golden River for Gluck to pour out of the crucible
as a finely dressed little golden dwarf. The Golden River is one of the high mountain cataracts, that surround
the Treasure Valley. Gluck fancies that it would be good if that high majestic river would actually be what it
appears in the setting sun, a river of gold. The dwarfish king disagrees with Gluck, but offers a proposition:
if someone were to climb up to the source of the river and throw into it at least three drops of "holy water," it
would become for that person only a river of gold. That person must do it on his first and only attempt or be
overwhelmed by the river to become a black stone. Hans and Schwartz desire to take the challenge, duel
each other with the result that Schwartz is thrown into jail for disturbing the peace. Hans, who had the good
sense to hide from the constable, steals holy water from the church and climbs up the mountains to the
Golden River. He has a hard time of it on a glacier and gets away without his provisions and only his flask of
holy water. Overcome with thirst Hans is forced to drink from this flask, knowing that only three drops are
all that's needed. Along the path, Hans comes across three prostrate individuals dying of thirst, a puppy, a
fair child, and an old man. Hans satisfies his own thirst while denying the three needy individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

The publication untitled The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria (Top 100
Classic Childrens Stories) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The King of the Golden
River: The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria (Top 100 Classic Childrens Stories) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Floyd Lipp:

The book untitled The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria (Top 100 Classic
Childrens Stories) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Olga Andres:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The King of the Golden River: The
Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria (Top 100 Classic Childrens Stories) is simple to deliver you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cynthia Harvell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The King of the Golden
River: The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria (Top 100 Classic Childrens Stories).
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