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In 2002, at the annual Zimbabwe International Book Fair, twelve literary books by African women were
included for the first time in the category of “Africa’s 100 Best Books of the Twentieth Century.” This was
an important but belated affirmation of women writers on the continent and a first step toward establishing a
recognized canon of African women’s literature.

The Twelve Best Books by African Women is a collection of critical essays on eleven works of fiction and one
play. The titles by African women that were included in the list of “Africa’s 100 Best Books of the
Twentieth Century” are: Anowa, Ama Ata Aidoo (1970); A Question of Power, Bessie Head (1974); Woman
at Point Zero, Nawal El Saadawi (1975); The Beggars’ Strike, Aminata Sow Fall (1979); Burger’s Daughter,
Nadine Gordimer (1979); The Joys of Motherhood, Buchi Emesheta (1979); So Long a Letter, Mariama Bâ
(1980); Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade, Assia Djebar (1983); Nervous Conditions, Tsitsi Dangarembga
(1988); Living, Loving and Lying Awake at Night, Sindiwe Magona (1991); Butterfly Burning, Yvonne
Vera (1998); Riwan ou le chemin de sable, Ken Bugul (1999).

This collection of original essays recognizes the gesture of inclusion as an important shift in consciousness
and creates a fresh awareness of the literary works by African women writers. Each essay offers a
penetrating analysis of individual texts and opens up a fresh perspective that allows scholars and students
alike to explore new dimensions of these writers’ work.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Twelve Best Books by
African Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series). All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Tommy Cowen:

Often the book The Twelve Best Books by African Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Twelve Best
Books by African Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series) is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kathleen Owen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Twelve Best Books by African
Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series) book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still question The Twelve Best Books by African Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series) as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nancy Lundy:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Twelve Best Books by
African Women: Critical Readings (Ohio RIS Africa Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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