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Given Christianity's valuation of celibacy and its persistent association of sexuality with the Fall and of
women with sin, Western medieval attitudes toward the erotic could not help but be vexed. In contrast,
eroticism is explicitly celebrated in a large number of theological, scientific, and literary texts of the
medieval Arab Islamicate tradition, where sexuality was positioned at the very heart of religious piety.

In Crossing Borders, Sahar Amer turns to the rich body of Arabic sexological writings to focus, in particular,
on their open attitude toward erotic love between women. By juxtaposing these Arabic texts with French
works, she reveals a medieval French literary discourse on same-sex desire and sexual practices that has
gone all but unnoticed. The Arabic tradition on eroticism breaks through into French literary writings on
gender and sexuality in often surprising ways, she argues, and she demonstrates how strategies of gender
representation deployed in Arabic texts came to be models to imitate, contest, subvert, and at times censor in
the West.

Amer's analysis reveals Western literary representations of gender in the Middle Ages as cross-cultural,
hybrid discourses as she reexamines borders—cultural, linguistic, historical, geographic—not as elements of
separation and division but as fluid spaces of cultural exchange, adaptation, and collaboration. Crossing these
borders, she salvages key Arabic and French writings on alternative sexual practices from oblivion to give
voice to a group that has long been silenced.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Baca:

The knowledge that you get from Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic
Literatures (The Middle Ages Series) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages
Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures
(The Middle Ages Series) instantly.

Arlie Carrillo:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Crossing
Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Crossing
Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series)is the
main one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in
Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Paula Daniels:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages
Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can



bring you from one place to other place.
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