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The real-life techno-thriller from a bestselling author and aviation expert that recaptures the historic
moments leading up to the launch of the space shuttle Columbia and the exciting story of her daring maiden
flight.

Using interviews, NASA oral histories, and recently declassified material, Into the Black pieces together the
dramatic untold story of the Columbia mission and the brave people who dedicated themselves to help the
United States succeed in the age of space exploration. On April 12, 1981, NASA'’s Space Shuttle Columbia
blasted off from Cape Canaveral. It was the most advanced, state-of-the-art flying machine ever built,
challenging the minds and imagination of America s top engineers and pilots. Columbia was the world’ s first
real spaceship: awinged rocket plane, the size of an airliner, and capable of flying to space and back before

preparing to fly again.

On board were moonwalker John Y oung and test pilot Bob Crippen. Less than an hour after Y oung and
Crippen’ s spectacular departure from the Cape, all was not well. Tiles designed to protect the ship from the
blowtorch burn of re-entry were missing from the heat shield. If the damage to Columbia was too great, the
astronauts wouldn’t be able to return safely to earth. NASA turned to the National Reconnaissance Office, a
spy agency hidden deep inside the Pentagon whose very existence was classified. To help the ship, the NRO
would attempt something never done before. Success would require skill, perfect timing, and luck.

Set against the backdrop of the Cold War, Into the Black is athrilling race against time and the incredible
true story of the first space shuttle mission that celebrates our passion for spaceflight.
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From reader reviews:
Samuel Ware:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight
of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her.

Denise Wallis:

Precisely why? Because this Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space
Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of gainsthan the other book include such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , till want to delay having that book? If |
were you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robert Victor:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold
Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand
new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Russdll Fielder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of
the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her can give you alot of pals because
by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So, why
hesitate? L et me have Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle
Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her.
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