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The origins of this book were in the cryptologic equivalent of an urban legend and a couple of photographs.
During research on the early days of NSA, historians at the Center for Cryptologic History (CCH) learned of
the employment of African-Americans at the Agency in the period after World War |1. Occasionally, in
informal conversations with former NSA seniors, the subject of minority history would come up, and CCH
historians collected anecdotes about segregated offices in the early days. It became apparent that the
employment of African-Americans came even earlier than previously thought. No information, however,
confirmed any contribution by African-Americans during the world war. In early 1996, the History Center
received as a donation a book of rather monotonous photographs of civilian employees at one of NSA’s
predecessors receiving citations for important contributions. Out of several hundred photographs, only two
included African-Americans — an employee receiving an award from Colonel Preston Corderman
(reproduced on page 14) and the same employee posing with his family. Although undated, the matrix of the
photograph indicated it had been taken in 1945 or early 1946. This made it likely the person was receiving an
award for wartime contributions. It therefore became a high priority in the History Center to investigate the
story behind this photograph and learn the truth behind the unconnected anecdotes about African-Americans
in the early days of the cryptologic organization. In 1998 it became possible to hire a few additional
historians for ayear to supplement the History Center’s permanent staff. Ms. Jeannette Williams applied to
research the early history of African-Americansin cryptology. Assisted by Ms. Y olande Dickerson, Ms.
Williams undertook an exhaustive search of the cryptologic archives and recovered the basic story of the
segregated cryptol ogic organizations — including the previously unknown existence of alarge office of
African-Americansin World War 11. The basic facts about this unit preserved in official records, however,
shed little light on the social milieu of the time or the eventual movement of African-Americansinto the
cryptologic mainstream. Compiling — and constantly expanding — alist of names of African-Americanswho
worked in the early days of NSA and its predecessor organizations, they conducted an exceedingly vigorous
program of oral history interviews. These interviews personalized the stark facts found in the documents. In
fact, this monograph rescues an important historical story that might otherwise have been lost. It should also
be noted that this was a last-minute rescue. Several important figures had already passed away by the time
the research for this book began, and several more have passed away between the time of their interviews
and the publication of this book. The story that the author tellsis by turnsinfuriating and inspiring. But it
needs to be faced squarely from both these aspects. | recommend The Invisible Cryptologists: African-
Americans, WWII to 1956 as essential reading for all who are interested in the early days of cryptology, al
who are interested in the social history of NSA and its predecessors, and all who are interested in the history
of American race relations. For further background on cryptologic activities during World War Il and the
early days of NSA, readers are encouraged to refer to A History of U.S. Communications Intelligence during
World War 11: Policy and Administration by Robert L. Benson and The Origins of the National Security
Agency by Thomas L. Burns (forthcoming).
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From reader reviews:
James Rodriguez:

This book untitled The Invisible Cryptologists: African-Americans, WWII to 1956: SeriesV: The Early
Postwar Period, 1945-1952, Volume 5 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit intoit. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Maobile phone. So thereis no
reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

James M atter:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of sources to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
actual book that recommended to you is The Invisible Cryptologists. African-Americans, WWII to 1956:
Series V: The Early Postwar Period, 1945-1952, VVolume 5 this e-book consist alot of the information from
the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate al of you.

Michadl Anderson:

Beside this The Invisible Cryptologists: African-Americans, WWII to 1956: Series V: The Early Postwar
Period, 1945-1952, Volume 5 in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
The Invisible Cryptologists: African-Americans, WWII to 1956: Series V: The Early Postwar Period, 1945-
1952, Volume 5 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Regina Schubert:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Invisible Cryptologists: African-Americans, WWII to 1956: SeriesV: The
Early Postwar Period, 1945-1952, Volume 5 can make you really feel more interested to read.
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